Billerica Commission on Disability
Town Hall
365 Boston Road
Room #116
Billerica, Massachusetts 01821
(978)215-2000

Acting Town Manager
Clancy Main

Chairman
Arthur Torrey

Monthly Commission Meeting
Thursday November 21, 2024
6:00 PM

VIA Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87188773476? pwd=bkRlaFFXWTdreTi1d3JueVIySFNvZz08

Meeting ID: 871 8877 3476
Passcode: 433264

Phone 1-929-205-6099

DRAFT MINUTES

Agenda items in bold, notes in regular text

ATTENDANCE:

Maria

Donna

Lauren

ART

Jason

Darlene = arrive 610

Dina Fav arriv 610 = started zooom recording

1

7

20 1

Guests:
Andrew
Mark L.
Lily Foss
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Start 6:01

1. Announcements:

a. per Rep Lombardo — Free LRTA service — includes Road Runner & Sr. Ctr any
complaints, let us know Starts 12/1 through at least Sept 2025

2. Open mike. nothing




Motion for Holiday parking enforcement police detail {$1,000.00)
Move Jason 2" Maria, all in favor

Should / can we get our own Zoom account to avoid ongoing problems w/ recording
meetings?

Dariene & Dina will try to find a better solution — basically it is a question of how ART
becomes host in order to start the recording.

Dina started recording for us about 6:20

Scholarship donation?

In the past was $500 for student w/ Disabilty, decision based on GPA, Activities, impact
experiences, ANY Billerica student eligible, does not depend on school

Darlene will get criteria for next meeting-continue item -

Any election HP reiated issues or concerns? (ref. Complaint | got from warden about
Automark volume, other issues)

Darlene said reach out to Mark L about any concerns, none were mentioned other than
issues | had,

Need input for upcoming contracts and 5 year plan.
a. Discussion of need to have COA bus services include disability as well as elderly
Andrew J will keep us updated on when we need to provide input.
Continuing item, Email Andrew w/ any specific items for public record, Dina has
put in request for needs assessment to Town Mgr, via SB — 11/21 contract not
out? Question was asked about talking to COA about debugging Disability access
to Sr. Ctr. busses

Darlene left ~6:45

Kohlrausch park — Some repairs & pavilion updates done, proposal in works —
Continuing Item — update Upgrade to playground equipment and new pavilion building
— spring start? Project out to bid. Design includes both. We need to reach out to Rec
Dept. for more details.

Parking @ Senior Center & library — striping? {Mark L.} Not done, Per message from
Mark L, Not required?
a. Dina has requested Clancy put both on To Do list. {
b. Note, | have put in a request for official guidance to the MOD)
ANSWER - striping mandatory, symbol optional, sign required.
Mark L. will reach out to new Highway super and get update on timing for restriping.

10. Gazebo status? - anything needed from us? (Mark L.}

a. (SB has Voted to make gazebo mods handled by facilities, plan has been
approved — lower legs and add ramp — priority.) -

b. Did anyone listen to the update at the Select Board meeting?Continuing item,
update? - Mark L. says original desin rejected, will be doing creative grading to




11.

12,

13.

14.

15,

make a slope sidewalk, and lower floor height. Will need lots of slope for
sidewalk, how to lay out, still being discussed. Mark L has authority to order
repairs, will be fixed. Dina recommends including us in discussions.

Question for Marc L. from Mark T. about Kennedy Meadows Assisted living — parking
compliance (number of spaces needed / present) ? Jason will look at also (Mark L.}
Discussed @ last several meetings, (Mark L. will talk about enhanced enforcement, and
talk to Management Co. about adding more spaces.) Continuing item — update? Mark L
says, Per AAB regs, HP space count correct. But more residents have vehicles than
anticipated. Facility had been allowed to have fewer spaces because claim was most
residents wouldn’t be driving, which is not correct. May be ADA problem —Mark L will
talk w/ Mark T and figure out probiem

Lilly Foss from Community Teamwork “Fair Housing said her group does this regularly,
may reach out to her.

O’Conner's Plaza and Town Center businesses — parking, including out front {Mark L.}

a. Safety imp. plan for added spaces — implementation status?

b. Any update about back lot
Mangia Mangia had a fire — closed? - Plan has not moved forward yet with
respect to additional spaces, Update?
Ctr Cafe, MM, & BatV same property. BatV spaces Is vacant, recently sold , new
owner — Mark L will be addressing MM as part of their rebuild — required, 2 HP
spots — See GIS map for areal photos — Jason will look at and make suggestions
about location.

Boston Rd. construction passability for pedestrians?

a. Will last until summer 2026 - listen to Town Mgr update on Facebook?

b. ART — note, It looks like things are patched some, at least as good as before
project started, possibly better in spots. Probably better for wheelers, but not
great.

Update? Per Mark Sidewalks are done, lighting and bricks in progress, transitions
not compliant yet.

Question about the new pedestrian light buttons on the lights at the intersection of
Boston Rd. and Treble Cove. - Mark L. eval? - hasn’t looked closely, more investigation
needed
Other issues were raised about area -
a. Dina raised concerns about missing sidewalk between Precision Tune and the
Harley shop?
b. St. Anne’s —sidewalk around that corner
Pedestrian safety concerns about TCR / Boston rd intersection, espec. W/ new
fire dept.

There was a recent survey on MA Commissions run by the Danvers Accessibility
Commission, results have been released {sent out separately) any thoughts? Lauren -




reaching out to more other disability comms to talk about what they did and how it
worked. Continuing item
{lauren left prior to this item — no action)

16. Possible table @ Yankee Doodle, sensory space @ library — Lauren & Maria will work
on, Status?

a. From emails, seems possible, but does conflict w/ book sale. 2™ floor quieter.
(any conference room we could use?)

b. Darlene says we can do table for free? (Mary Howard is contact)

¢. Possible new brochure {Maria working on} (will have something by 1% of year —
need giveaway? Jason asked about gettting into parade? Maria will ask about
details.

d. PLANNING FOR 2025?

e. Suggested, get table possibly quiet space either library 3" floor or old library?

17. Maria will talk about possible “Disability Meet & Greet”(Tabled until 2025)

18. Social media presence? Status / Approval?
a. Maria or Jason working on.
b. Dina’s double check on permission? - Pending? Lost in shuffle, will revisit.
{subsequent message Rev'd from Robert Maynard, OK, will send Jason and Maria
copy of Social Media Policy)

19. Account finances. No update

20. Approval October minutes,
Motion — Donna, 2" Maria, 3Y,0N, 1 A

21. Old Business.
a. Woebsite Update
i. Phone # - Now Town Mgr office. {should we have a process for what
happens if Town gets call for us?)
ii. Email — spam or previous subscriptions? (update from Maria?)
iii. Update membership list ( - Terri, + Darlene?}? OK at present

22. New Business.

23. Adjournment.
Motion Donna, 2™ Maria all in favor — end 7:50




