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ARTICLE XVII  
 

GAS STATIONS 

 

 

1.  Self-service gas station shall mean that type of gas station wherein motor fuel is dispensed by anyone 

other than an employee of the gas station. 

 

2.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this By-Law, no self-service gas stations shall be permitted in 

the Town except as provided for in Section 17.3 and 17.6. 

 

3.  Subject to approval of the licensing authority, a full service gas station may include one or more 

islands of self-service pumps, in addition to the full service island, if the licensing authority finds it is 

in the public interest.  In determining whether additional self-service islands are in the public interest, 

the licensing authority shall consider public safety, traffic congestion, the level of automotive services 

(e.g. repairs, maintenance, emergency services, etc.) and other factors related to the public interest. 

 

4.  All self-service pumps shall have posted thereon in a conspicuous place, with consistent lettering, a set 

of instructions for use of the self-service pumps, payment options, and other such procedures. In all 

places where the foregoing instructions appear, an instruction to shut off the automobile’s engine,  
extinguish all smoking materials, turn off, and discontinue use of mobile telephones prior to pumping 

any gasoline shall also be included. The gas station shall also provide and maintain a free air pump 

with an adjustable meter. 

 

5.  The owner of a gas station shall be subject to Section 17.3 when any substantial change in the 

operation of the gas station relative to provision of repairs, inspections, preventative maintenance, 

gasoline, or ancillary services. 

 

6.  For the purposes of this By-Law, those gas stations existing on May 12, 1992, shall be deemed to have 

met the public interest test required in Section 17.3 on the day of the acceptance of this section by the 

Town Meeting. 

 

7.  The Board of Selectmen shall mail a copy of this By-Law by certified mail to all self service gas 

stations annually. 

 

8.  All self service gas stations shall post a copy of this By-Law in a conspicuous place. 

 

 


