TOWN OF BILLERICA
SELECT BOARD MINUTES
FEBRUARY 10, 2025

Members Present: Chair John Burrows, Vice Chair Dina Favreau, Secretary Michael Rosa, Member Kimberly
Conway (Remote) and Member Michael Riley (Remote)

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Town Manager Clancy Main, Administrative Director Robert Maynard and Recording
Secretary Dawn McDowell

Call to Order 6:00 PM

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Chair Burrows called the meeting to order and stated that the meeting is hybrid via Zoom and with members remote,
all votes will be roll call.

Roll call attendance: Secretary Rosa was Present, Member Conway was Present, Member Riley was Present, Vice
Chair Favreau was Present and Chair Burrows was Present.

1. Open Microphone

Daniel Darris-O’Connor of 14 Forest Park Ave — Mr. Darris-O’Connor stated that he hopes that the Board will
reconsider the vote for mail in voting to help the residents.

Public Hearing

2. Discussion and Possible Vote Whether to Opt Out of the Provisions of M.G.L. c. 54, §25B(a)(1) for the
Municipal Election to be Held on April 5, 2025 — Requested by the Town Clerk.

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion to open the public hearing for opting out of the provisions of M.G.L. ¢. 54,
§25B (a)(1). The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Favreau and unanimously voted 5-0-0. On a roll call vote:
Secretary Rosa was Aye, Member Conway was Aye, Member Riley was Aye, Vice Chair Favreau was Aye and Chair
Burrows was Aye.

Donna McCoy, Town Clerk joined the meeting. Ms. McCoy presented a memo from the Board of Registrars
recommending opting out of mail in voting as well as an email from the State. We do not have to send out the
postcards that the State did.

Member Riley had no questions.

Member Conway stated that she was confused about what was being asked. Ms. McCoy stated that we are not
obligated to send out the postcards to every voter. The residents can still go to the State website and request a ballot by
mail be sent. Member Conway thanked Ms. McCoy for the explanation and there is no burden on the staff and no
added expense so why wouldn’t we do it?

Vice Chair Favreau stated the voting numbers in the package is different than what was provided tonight. Ms. McCoy
stated that in person early and early mail in were combined by accident. Vice Chair Favreau stated that we did receive
2,600 mail in votes so her position has not changed, elimination of mail in person is voter suppression in general. She
watched the Board of Registrars meeting and left more confused. She did seek an opinion from Town Counsel and
confirmed that we don’t have to opt out of mailing. The Board of Registrars said post cards but there is nothing in the
law about the post cards. We need to follow the process. Ms. McCoy stated that absentee ballots are still allowed and
we reach out to all nursing homes, an assisted living and the Billerica Housing Authority to make sure all of those
residents are covered with medical ballots and they all get the applications. Vice Chair Favreau stated that there would
be no changes to incapacitated residents. Ms. McCoy replied that was correct.

Secretary Rosa stated that this was a relatively simple request that was made complicated. On February 26, 2024, you
said there were more early mail in ballots than early in person. He would agree to rescind the motion since the main
reason he voted for it was the money factor.
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Ken Glasser of Precinct 7 — Mr. Glasser stated that he was in favor of mail in ballot since over 2,600 residents used it
in the last election. It is a good investment and the absentee ballots have conditions. He went in today to turn in a
request for mail in ballot and was told not because there was no Federal or State election.

Daniel Darris-O’Connor of 14 Forest Park Ave — Mr. Darris-O’Connor asked how someone would request a mail in
ballot. Ms. McCoy stated that they would go to the State or Local website.

Jaqueline Hubbard of 5 Meade Road — Ms. Hubbard stated that she has worked on vote by mail in 2020 and this will
help the disabled, elderly and caregivers.

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion to close the public hearing at 6:22 PM. The motion was seconded by Vice
Chair Favreau and unanimously voted 5-0-0. On a roll call vote: Secretary Rosa was Aye, Member Conway was Aye,
Member Riley was Aye, Vice Chair Favreau was Aye and Chair Burrows was Aye.

Member Conway asked if there is a time limit for rescinding a motion. Mr. Maynard spoke with Town Counsel, Paul
DeRensis and he said that during Town Meeting a vote to reconsider must happen in that session but there is no time
limit for Select Board votes.

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion to rescind the previous vote of February 3, 2025 of opting out of M.G.L. c.
54, §25B(a)(1) mail in voting. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Favreau and unanimously voted 5-0-0. On a
roll call vote: Secretary Rosa was Aye, Member Conway was Aye, Member Riley was Aye, Vice Chair Favreau was
Aye and Chair Burrows was Aye.

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion that the Select Board Opt In for Mail in Voting per M.G.L. c. 54,
§25B(a)(1). The motion was seconded by Vice Chair Favreau and unanimously voted 5-0-0. On a roll call vote:
Secretary Rosa was Aye, Member Conway was Aye, Member Riley was Aye, Vice Chair Favreau was Aye and Chair
Burrows was Aye.

Executive Session

3. Executive Session Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (2) to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations
with nonunion personnel — Town Counsel

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion to go into Executive Session to G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (2) to conduct strategy
sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or
contract negotiations with nonunion personnel — Town Counsel at 6:26 PM. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair
Favreau and voted 5-0-0. On a roll call vote: Secretary Rosa voted Aye, Vice Chair Favreau voted Aye, Member
Riley voted Aye, Member Conway voted Aye and Chair Burrows voted Aye.

Secretary Rosa stated that we will only return to regular session to adjourn.

MOTION - Secretary Rosa made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting of February 10, 2025 at 8:07 PM. The
motion was seconded by Vice Chair Favreau and voted 4-1-0. On a roll call vote: Secretary Rosa voted Aye, Vice
Chair Favreau voted Aye, Member Riley voted Aye, Member Conway voted Aye and Chair Burrows voted No.

Respectfully Submitted by Dawn McDowell,
Recording Secretary
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Exhibits for the Select Board Meeting — February 10, 2025

Call to order 6:00 PM

1. Open Microphone — No Exhibits

Public Hearings

2. Discussion and Possible Vote Whether to Opt Out of the Provisions of M.G.L. ¢. 54, §25B(a)(1) for the
Municipal Election to be Held on April 5, 2025 — Requested by the Town Clerk. — Memo from D. McCoy

dated 02/03/25, Legal Ad dated 02/03/25, Memo from J. Burrows dated 01/30/25, Mail in Votes Information
2022-2024 undated, Email from C. Main dated 02/10/25

Executive Session

3. Executive Session Pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (2) to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations
with nonunion personnel — Town Counsel — See the Executive Session Minutes

Approved On: _April 28, 2025
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