Billerica Commission on Disability

Town Hall
365 Boston Road s
Room #116 e -
Billerica, Massachusetts 01821 AP Y B S
(978)215-2000 :— : = 3
SR
Town Managet Chairman ;i S !
John Curran Arthur Torfey : ey
Monthly Board Meeting ih

Thursday July 18, 2024
6:00 PM
VIA Zoom
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minuTES APPROVED 8/15/2025

1. Welcome to Dina Favreau, the new Select Board appointee for the COD.
dfavreau@town.hillerica.ma,us

2. Anhouncements:
a. Free faresin July
b. need input for upcoming contracts and 5 year plan.
Discussion of need to have COA bus services include disability as well as elderly
Andrew J wil; Ikeep us updated on when we need to provide input.

3. Open mike.
a. We have 100K for spending on Kohlrausch park — needs input at meeting Tuesday

Juy 23 6:30, @ the park

b. Dina— Her uncle is WC medically dependent needs help w/ getting power chair -
BCOD can’t help directly, but members shared advice and suggested options.

4, Maria reported problem w/ getting road runner service. -update?
Basically Maria is outside of the range, so not qualified for RR, but in theory would be
able to get COA service, except possibly problem w/ age

5. Parking @ Senior Center — striping? (Mark L.)
no update
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12,
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Gazeho status? - anything needed from us? (Mark L.)
SB has Vote to make gazebo mods handled by facilities, plan has been approved — lower
legs and add ramp — priority...

Question for Marc L. from Mark T. about Kennedy Meadows Assisted living — parking
compliance {(number of spaces needed / present) ? Jason will look at also (Mark L.)
Discussed @ last meeting, update? (Mark L. will talk about enhanced enforcement,
and talk to Management Co. about adding more spaces.)

Neither Mark here — no update...

Terri’s requests for investigation:
a. O’Conner's Plaza and Town Center businesses — parking, including out front
(Mark L.) update?
i. Safety imp plan includes adding accessible spaces in front of Liberty Beli,
ohe added where crosswalk is
ii. no update about back lot

Boston Rd. construction passability for pedestrians? Update?
Update that hopefully new paving and wrapup in near future, (next week?}

Question about the new pedestrian light buttons on the lights at the intersection of
Boston Rd. and Treble Cove. - Marks eval?
No info, some discussion explaining problem w/ Dina...

| had a contact from Bethany Slack, “Community Services Coordinator” w/ the
Billerica Board of Health, she said she used to work w/ Steve, and wants to connect w/
us to see how we can help each other.

Not here...

There was a recent survey on MA Commissions run by the Danvers Accessibility
Commission, results have been released {sent out separately) any thoughts? Lauren ~
reaching out to more other disability comms to talk about what they did and how it
worked.

Lauren not here

Possible table @ Yankee Doodle, sensory space @ library — Lauren & Maria will work
on. Maria will talk about possible “Disability Meet & Greet” in sept?

Maria heeds to talk to library {ride issue?) - Darlene says we can do table for free? Mary
Howard is contact possible new brochure

doing support group for people w/ disability in town?

This lead to other topics relating to outreach / public awareness.
Discussion about getting social media presence.
Maria or Jason is willing to try: Dina wili double check on whether permission is
needed...
Need to bring up next meeting for approval vote...




Sandra Jareau — get on her BATV show?

14. We need another member - put word out... It is listed on Town website vacancy list.
Darlene has put in application -

15. Account finances,

16. Approval June minutes
Maria — move to correct agenda header typo from May to June, and approve minutes
Dina seconded
Donna —vy
Maria -y
Jason —y
Dina - not voting
ART -Y

17. Old Business
a. Website Update

i. Phone# - status of website listing? (should we have a process for what
happens if Town gets cali for us?)
Chris should remove number from page

ii. Email — spam or previous subscriptions? {update from Maria?)
Maria will be working w/ friend who helps w/ technology, if unable Dina
suggested talking w/ Clancy

18. New Business:
a. Look into working w/ rec. dept about beach access /@ Nutting Lake, other
accessibility — i.e. grit chair?
i, They have mats and chair already...

19. Adjournment.
a. Motion, Dina, Maria All in favor

Attendance:
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Darlene
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